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Por more than two years now the United States has moved
forward with its llercury Manned Space Flight Program. This
program I'rom 1ts Incedtion has been operated in the belief
that the public has a right to know what this country is
doing in the space field. The press has had¢ full access
to the program. This has been 80 because we operate in a
denccratic soclety where our failures are known as well as
GUPr SUCesSes.

X think the press and the public should be aware that
this frequently places a serious psychologlcal burden on the
United States all over the world. If any one flight is delayed
or iz not a success, avery debail ls ecompletely reported and
is contrasted to the Soviet space effort, the svents of which
doe not become a matter of public recerd until a suscess is
achilsved. The recent Soviet flight was already sucscessfully
in progress before ammounced, and nelther detalls nor the
seientific data oolliected are yet avallsble.

HASA has not attempted to encourage press coverapgs of
the first Mercury-Redstone mammed flight. It has respondad
to presas and telavision regquests with the result that over
400 representatives of the press, radio and TV are now at
Cape Canaveral,

Vur first manvned space {light is en lmportant milestons
in the progress of our space effort, but we must keer ths
parspectlive that sach flight is bubt one of the many mile-
stones we must pass. Soma wlll completely succeed in avery
ragpect, some partially, and some will fail.

Prorm all of them will come mastery of the vast new
space environment on which 80 mich of our future dapends,
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